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1
PINION GEAR ASSEMBLY

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present application relates to a pinion gear assembly.

BACKGROUND

A pinion mounting with a direct tapered roller bearing
arrangement is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,544,140.

SUMMARY

In at least one embodiment, a pinion gear assembly is
provided. The pinion gear assembly may include a pinion, a
collar, and a bearing. The pinion may extend along an axis and
may have a gear portion and a hub portion. The collar may
have a collar hole that may receive the hub portion. The
bearing may have a bearing hole that may receive the collar.
The collar may be fixedly disposed on the hub portion and the
bearing may be fixedly disposed on the collar.

In at least one embodiment, a pinion gear assembly is
provided. The pinion gear assembly may include a pinion, a
collar, a bearing, and a collar snap ring. The pinion may
extend along an axis. The pinion may have a gear portion and
ahub portion disposed proximate the gear portion. The collar
may have a collar hole and a collar snap ring groove. The
collar hole may receive the hub portion. The bearing may
define a bearing hole that may receive the collar. The collar
snap ring may be disposed in the collar snap ring groove and
may inhibit movement of the bearing with respect to the
collar.

In at least one embodiment, a pinion gear assembly is
provided. The pinion gear assembly may include a pinion, a
collar, a hub snap ring, and a bearing. The pinion may have a
gear portion and a hub portion disposed proximate the gear
portion. The hub portion may extend from a pinion end sur-
face and may have a hub snap ring groove. The collar may
define a collar hole that may receive the hub portion. The hub
snap ring may be received in the hub snap ring groove and
may engage the collar to inhibit movement of the collar with
respect to the pinion. The bearing may define a bearing hole
that may receive the collar. The bearing may be fixedly dis-
posed on collar.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary pinion gear
assembly.

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the pinion gear assembly of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a section of the pinion gear assembly along
section line 3-3 in FIG. 1.

FIGS. 4-10 are section views of various pinion gear assem-
bly configurations.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Asrequired, detailed embodiments of the present invention
are disclosed herein; however, it is to be understood that the
disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the inven-
tion that may be embodied in various and alternative forms.
The Figures are not necessarily to scale; some features may be
exaggerated or minimized to show details of particular com-
ponents. Therefore, specific structural and functional details
disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but
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merely as a representative basis for teaching one skilled in the
art to variously employ the present invention.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, an exemplary pinion gear
assembly 10 is shown. The pinion gear assembly 10 may be
configured for use in a vehicle, such as a motor vehicle like a
truck, bus, farm equipment, or cargo loading equipment for
land, air, or marine vessels. For example, the pinion gear
assembly 10 may be part of an axle assembly or differential
that may be configured to transmit torque to vehicle traction
wheel assemblies and permit the traction wheel assemblies to
rotate at different velocities. In a differential, the pinion gear
assembly 10 may be rotatably supported by one or more
bearings and may rotate about an axis 12. The pinion gear
assembly 10 may be coupled to a torque source, such as a
vehicle drivetrain component like a motor. Torque that is
provided to the pinion gear assembly 10 may be transmitted to
another component, such as a ring gear. Torque may be trans-
mitted from the ring gear to at least one axle and from an axle
to at least one corresponding wheel hub and/or traction wheel
assembly.

The pinion gear assembly 10 may include a pinion 20, a
collar 22, and a bearing 24.

The pinion 20 may extend along the axis 12. The pinion 20
may be made of any suitable material, such as a metal alloy.
The pinion 20 may have a shaft portion 30, a gear portion 32,
and a hub portion 34. The pinion 20 may have a unitary or one
piece construction in which the shaft portion 30, gear portion
32, and hub portion 34 are integrally formed.

The shaft portion 30 may extend from a first pinion end
surface 36 of the pinion 20 toward a second pinion end surface
38 of the pinion 20. For example, the shaft portion 30 may
extend from the first pinion end surface 36 to the gear portion
32. In at least one embodiment, the shaft portion 30 may be
generally cylindrical or may have one or more substantially
cylindrical exterior surfaces. The shaft portion 30 may be
coupled to a torque source and may be rotatably supported by
one or more bearing assemblies.

The gear portion 32 may be disposed adjacent to and may
extend outwardly from the shaft portion 30. The gear portion
32 may include a set of teeth 40. The teeth 40 may be arranged
about the axis 12 and provided in a repeating pattern. In at
least one embodiment, the gear portion 32 may be configured
as a hypoid gear or a bevel gear, such as a plain bevel gear or
a spiral bevel gear. As such, the gear portion 32 may have a
generally tapered or truncated conical shape that may become
narrower (e.g., disposed closer to the axis 12) in a direction
that extends from the first pinion end surface 36 toward the
second pinion end surface 38. The teeth 40 may be provided
in the pinion 20 by cutting or removing material from the gear
portion 32.

The hub portion 34 may be disposed proximate the gear
portion 32. For example, the hub portion 34 may extend from
the gear portion 32 to the second pinion end surface 38 of the
pinion 20. As such, the hub portion 34 may be disposed at an
end of the pinion 20. The hub portion 34 may be generally
cylindrical in shape and may be centered about the axis 12. As
such, the hub portion 34 may have an outer hub surface 42 that
may extend from the second pinion end surface 38 toward the
gear portion 32 and may at least partially define a circumfer-
ence of the hub portion 34. In addition, the hub portion 34 or
outer hub surface 42 may have a smaller diameter than the
shaft portion 30 and the gear portion 32 to provide additional
clearance for a gear tooth cutting tool as will be discussed in
more detail below.

In at least one embodiment, the hub portion 34 may also
include a hub keyhole 44. The hub keyhole 44 may be dis-
posed between the second pinion end surface 38 and the gear
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portion 32 and may extend from the outer hub surface 42
toward the axis 12. The hub keyhole 44 may be configured as
a blind hole in one or more embodiments.

The gear portion 32 and/or hub portion 34 may include one
or more shoulders. In FIG. 2, a first shoulder 50 and a second
shoulder 52 are provided. The first and second shoulders 50,
52 may help position and inhibit axial movement of the collar
22 and bearing 24 as will be discussed in more detail below.
The first shoulder 50 may be provided with or may be dis-
posed adjacent to the hub portion 34. For instance, the first
shoulder 50 may extend radially outward with respect to the
axis 12 from the outer hub surface 42. The second shoulder 52
may be spaced apart from the first shoulder 50 and may be
disposed closer to the first pinion end surface 36 of the pinion
20. The second shoulder 52 may also extend radially outward
with respect to the axis 12. The second shoulder 52 may be
positioned further from the axis 12 than the first shoulder 50.
In addition, the first shoulder 50 and/or second shoulder 52 or
portions thereof may be discontinuous or interrupted by
grooves 54 disposed between adjacent gear teeth 40 in one or
more embodiments.

The collar 22 may be fixedly disposed on the pinion 20. In
at least one embodiment, the collar 22 may be configured as
aring or a hollow cylinder that may extend around the axis 12.
The collar 22 may include a first end surface 60, a second end
surface 62, an outer surface 64, an inner surface 66, a collar
keyhole 68, and a collar snap ring groove 70. In at least one
embodiment, the collar 22 may be made of a metal or metal
alloy and may be hardened to withstand load forces.

The first end surface 60 may face toward and may engage
the first shoulder 50. In at least one embodiment, the first end
surface 60 may be disposed substantially perpendicular with
respect to the axis 12.

The second end surface 62 may be spaced apart from and
disposed opposite the first end surface 60. The second end
surface 62 may also extend substantially perpendicular with
respect to the axis 12 and may be disposed proximate the
second pinion end surface 38. In various embodiments, the
second end surface 62 may be aligned with or offset from the
second pinion end surface 38.

The outer surface 64 may extend from the first end surface
60 to or toward the second end surface 62. The outer surface
64 may be an outer circumferential surface of the collar 22.

The inner surface 66 may be disposed opposite the outer
surface 64. The inner surface 66 may be an inner circumfer-
ential surface of the collar 22 and may at least partially define
a collar hole 72. The collar hole 72 may extend from the first
end surface 60 to the second end surface 62 and may receive
the hub portion 34. The inner surface 66 may engage the outer
hub surface 42.

The collar keyhole 68 may extend from the outer surface 64
to the inner surface 66. The collar keyhole 68 may be aligned
with the hub keyhole 44 and may be configured to receive a
key 74. The key 74 may be press fit into the hub keyhole 44
and/or the collar keyhole 68 to inhibit movement of the collar
22 with respect to the pinion 20. In addition, the key 74 may
be installed before the bearing 24 is positioned on the collar
22. The key 74 may have any suitable configuration. For
example, the key 74 may have a solid or hollow configuration
and may be configured as a pin in one or more embodiments.

The collar snap ring groove 70 may be provided on the
collar 22. The collar snap ring groove 70 may be disposed
between the collar keyhole 68 and the second end surface 62.
In addition, the collar snap ring groove 70 may extend con-
tinuously around the axis 12 and may extend from the outer
surface 64 toward the inner surface 66 and may be spaced
apart from the collar hole 72.
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The collar snap ring groove 70 may be configured to
receive a collar snap ring 78. The collar snap ring 78 may be
disposed in the collar snap ring groove 70 to inhibit axial
movement of the bearing 24 with respect to the collar 22. For
example, the collar snap ring 78 may engage the bearing 24 to
inhibit removal of the bearing 24 from the collar 22.

The bearing 24 may be fixedly disposed on the collar 22. In
at least one embodiment, the bearing 24 may be an inner race
of a bearing assembly that rotatably supports the pinion 20.
The bearing 24 may include a first bearing end surface 80, a
second bearing end surface 82, an outer bearing surface 84,
and an inner bearing surface 86.

The first bearing end surface 80 may face toward and may
engage a part of the pinion 20, such as the second shoulder 52.
In at least one embodiment, the first bearing end surface 80
may be disposed substantially perpendicular with respect to
the axis 12. The first bearing end surface 80 may at least
partially define a flange 90 that extends outwardly from the
outer bearing surface 84. The flange 90 may engage and help
position a set of rollers or roller bearings that may be provided
with a bearing assembly in one or more embodiments.

The second bearing end surface 82 may be spaced apart
from and disposed opposite the first bearing end surface 80.
The second bearing end surface 82 may extend substantially
perpendicular with respect to the axis 12 and may be disposed
proximate the second pinion end surface 38. In various
embodiments, the second bearing end surface 82 may be
aligned with or offset from the second pinion end surface 38.
The collar snap ring 78 may engage the second bearing end
surface 82 to inhibit axial movement of the bearing 24.

The outer bearing surface 84 may extend from the flange 90
to the second bearing end surface 82. The outer bearing sur-
face 84 may be an outer circumferential surface of the bearing
24 and may engage and support a set of rollers or roller
bearings in one or more embodiments. The outer bearing
surface 84 may have a smaller diameter than the flange 90.

The inner bearing surface 86 may be disposed opposite the
outer bearing surface 84. The inner bearing surface 86 may be
an inner circumferential surface of the bearing 24 and may at
least partially define a bearing hole 92. The bearing hole 92
may extend from the first bearing end surface 80 to the second
bearing end surface 82 and may receive the collar 22 and/or
the hub portion 34. The inner bearing surface 86 may engage
the outer surface 64 of the collar 22 and/or the pinion 20.

Referring to FIGS. 4-10, additional pinion gear assembly
configurations are shown. The pinion gear assemblies in each
of these figures may share components or characteristics of
the pinion gear assembly 10 described above. For example,
each pinion gear assembly described below may include a
pinion, a collar, and a bearing.

Referring to FIG. 4, the pinion gear assembly 100 includes
a pinion 120, a collar 122, and a bearing 124. The pinion 120
may include a shaft portion 30, a gear portion 32, and a hub
portion 34 that may be similar or analogous to those previ-
ously described. The hub portion 34 may include a hub snap
ring groove 136 that may extend continuously around the axis
12. The hub snap ring groove 136 may be disposed between
the second pinion end surface 38 and the first shoulder 50
and/or the first end surface 60 of the collar 122. The hub snap
ring groove 136 may also extend from the outer hub surface
42 toward the axis 12. The hub snap ring groove 136 may
receive a hub snap ring 138. The hub snap ring 138 may
engage the second end surface 62 of the collar 122 to inhibit
movement of the collar 122 with respect to the pinion 120.
The collar 122 may include a collar snap ring groove 70 that
receives a collar snap ring 78 that inhibits axial movement of
the bearing 124 as previously described. The collar 122 may
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be press fit onto the hub portion 34 to inhibit rotation of the
collar 122 with respect to the axis 12.

Referring to FIG. 5, the pinion gear assembly 140 has a
configuration similar to that shown in FIG. 4. In this embodi-
ment, the hub snap ring groove 136 is positioned inside the
collar 122. The collar 122 may have an inner snap ring groove
142 that may extend from the inner surface 66 toward the
outer surface 64. The hub snap ring 138 may be received in the
hub snap ring groove 136 and the inner snap ring groove 142
to inhibit axial movement of the collar 122. The collar 122
may be press fit onto the hub portion 34 to inhibit rotation of
the collar 122 with respect to the axis 12.

Referring to FIG. 6, the pinion gear assembly 150 has a
configuration similar to that shown in FIG. 4. In this embodi-
ment, the bearing 124 may be press fit onto the collar 122 and
hub portion 34 to inhibit rotational and axial movement of the
bearing 124. The collar 122 may be provided without a collar
snap ring groove 70 and the collar snap ring 78 may be
omitted. This configuration may be suitable for applications
in which the frictional forces exerted on the inner bearing
surface 86 are sufficient to inhibit axial movement of the
bearing 124 without the use of a collar snap ring 78.

Referring to FIG. 7, the pinion gear assembly 160 has a
pinion 120 and a collar 122 that include mating threaded
portions. More specifically, the hub portion 34 of the pinion
120 may include a hub threaded portion 162 and the collar
122 may have a collar threaded portion 164 that may be
provided on the inner surface 66. The hub threaded portion
162 may mate with the collar threaded portion 164 to fixedly
couple the collar 122 to the pinion 120. The threads on the hub
threaded portion 162 and collar threaded portion 164 may be
configured to oppose rotational forces exerted on the collar
122 and/or bearing 124. For instance, left hand threads or
right hand threads may be used that counteract rotational
forces to help inhibit the collar 122 from unscrewing from
about the pinion 120. The collar 122 and bearing 124 may
engage different shoulders 50, 52 as previously discussed or
may engage a common shoulder 50 as shown in FIG. 7. The
bearing 124 may be press fit onto the collar 122 to inhibit
movement of the bearing 124 and a collar snap ring 78 may or
may not be provided to inhibit axial movement of the bearing
124. Optionally, the pinion 120 and collar 122 may include
mating features and/or surfaces that facilitate fitting and
alignment. For instance, the pinion 120 may include a first
alignment feature 166 that may engage a second alignment
feature 168 on the collar 122. The first and second alignment
features 166, 168 may have any suitable configuration. In
FIG. 7, the second alignment feature 168 may extend from the
first end surface 60 to the inner surface 66 of the collar 122
and may be disposed at an angle with respect to the inner
surface 66, while the first alignment feature 166 may extend
from the outer hub surface 42 to the first shoulder 50. As such,
the first and second alignment features 166, 168 may help
center or position and align the collar 122, and in turn the
bearing 124, with respect to the axis 12. Moreover, first and
second alignment features 166, 168 may be provided with any
of the other pinion gear assemblies described in this applica-
tion.

Referring to FIG. 8, the pinion gear assembly 170 may
have a collar 122 and hub portion 34 that may be tapered to
inhibit movement of the collar 122. For example, the outer
hub surface 42 of the hub portion 34 may be tapered or
enlarged near the second pinion end surface 38. As such, the
diameter of the hub portion 34 may increase in a direction that
extends from the gear portion 32 toward the second pinion
end surface 38. For example, diameter D, may be less than
diameter D,. The collar 122 may be tapered in a similar
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manner such the inner surface 66 has a smaller diameter at or
near the first end surface 60 than at or near the second end
surface 62. The collar 122 may be press fit onto the hub
portion 34 and the tapered configurations of the outer hub
surface 42 and inner surface 66 may cooperate to inhibit axial
movement of the collar 122. The collar 122 may be provided
with a collar snap ring groove 70 that receives a collar snap
ring 78 to inhibit axial movement of the bearing 124 as
previously described. The bearing 124 may be press fit onto
the collar 122 to inhibit movement of the bearing 124 and a
collar snap ring 78 may or may not be provided to inhibit axial
movement of the bearing 124. Moreover, the tapered configu-
rations of the collar 122 and hub portion 34 may be provided
with any of the other pinion gear assemblies described in this
application.

Referring to FIG. 9, the pinion gear assembly 180 has a
tapered configuration similar to that shown in FIG. 8. In
addition, an axial key 182 is provided to inhibit rotation of the
collar 122 about the axis 12. The axial key 182 may be
integrally formed with the collar 122 or the hub portion 34 or
may be a separate component. The axial key 182 may be
offset from the axis 12 and extend generally parallel to the
axis 12 in one or more embodiments. For instance, an axial
key 182 that is provided as a separate component may be
received in a first axial opening or first axial groove 184 in the
hub portion 34 and a second axial opening or second axial
groove 186 in the collar 122. An axial key 182 that is inte-
grally formed with the collar 122 may be received in the first
axial groove 184. Similarly, an axial key 182 that is integrally
formed on the hub portion 34 may be received in the second
axial groove 186. Alternatively, the hub portion 34 may have
a flat that may interrupt the generally cylindrical configura-
tion of the hub portion 34. As such, the hub portion 34 may
have a generally D-shaped configuration when viewed along
the axis 12 that may engage an axial key 182 to inhibit rotation
of the collar 122.

Referring to FIG. 10, the pinion gear assembly 190 may use
a fastener to assembly the pinion 120 and the collar 122. For
example, the pinion 120 may have a pinion fastener hole 192
that may extend along the axis 12. The collar 122 may have a
collar fastener hole 194 that may extend along the axis 12 and
through the collar 122. The pinion fastener hole 192 and/or
collar fastener hole 194 may be threaded. A fastener 196 may
be received in the pinion fastener hole 192 and the collar
fastener hole 194 to secure the collar 122 to the pinion 120
and inhibit axial and/or rotational movement of the collar
122. The fastener 196 may be of any suitable type. For
example, the fastener 196 may be a threaded fastener, such as
a bolt. Left-hand or right-hand threads may be provided on
the fastener 196 and corresponding threads on the pinion
fastener hole 192 and/or collar fastener hole 194 to oppose the
rotational forces that may be exerted upon the pinion gear
assembly 190 as previously discussed. The pinion 120 may
include a recess 198 that may receive the collar 122 in one or
more embodiments. Moreover, the collar fastener hole 194
may be countersunk or have an enlarged diameter that may
receive the head of a fastener 196. The bearing 124 may be
press fit onto the collar 122 to inhibit movement of the bearing
124 and a collar snap ring 78 may or may not be provided to
inhibit axial movement of the bearing 124 as previously
described.

The pinion gear assemblies described above may yield
various advantages as compared to a similarly configured
one-piece pinion design. For example, a one-piece pinion
design that does not include a separate collar would have a
hub portion having a larger diameter. A hub portion having a
larger diameter would incur substantial material removal
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when the gear teeth on the pinion are cut due to the configu-
ration and path of travel of the gear tooth cutting tool. Such
material removal from an enlarged hub portion would reduce
the strength of the hub portion and cut through at least part of
any snap ring groove that is provided on the hub portion,
thereby reducing strength and durability with respect to axial
load forces. The pinion gear assemblies described above
allow a hub portion to be provided with a smaller diameter,
thereby reducing or eliminating material removal from the
hub portion during gear tooth cutting, thereby improving the
strength and durability of the hub portion, reducing pinion
machining time, reducing machining waste, and improving
cutting tool life. Increasing the diameter of the gear portion
(i.e., moving the gear teeth further from the axis) to reduce or
avoid cutting of the hub portion during gear tooth cutting
would increase overall package space and weight of the pin-
ion. Likewise, reducing the face width or length of the gear
teeth to reduce or avoid material removal from the hub portion
during gear tooth cutting would decrease bending strength,
surface strength, and durability of the pinion. As such, the
pinion gear assemblies described above may provide a more
compact design and allow the face width of the gear teeth to
be increased, thereby improving bending strength, surface
strength, and load force distribution and increasing gear life.
Increased gear face width may also increase the contact area
between the pinion gear teeth and teeth of a mating gear,
thereby increasing the gear set contact ratio which in turn may
reduce noise characteristics of the gear set during operation.

While exemplary embodiments are described above, it is
not intended that these embodiments describe all possible
forms of the invention. Rather, the words used in the specifi-
cation are words of description rather than limitation, and it is
understood that various changes may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Additionally,
the features of various implementing embodiments may be
combined to form further embodiments of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A pinion gear assembly comprising:

a pinion that extends along an axis and has a gear portion,
ahub portion disposed proximate the gear portion, a first
shoulder, and a second shoulder, wherein the first shoul-
der and the second shoulder are interrupted by grooves
between adjacent gear teeth;

a collar that has a collar hole that receives the hub portion;

a bearing that has a bearing hole that receives the collar;
and

akey that couples the collar to the hub portion, wherein the
key is disposed between the bearing and the axis and
extends through the collar into the hub portion;

wherein the collar is fixedly disposed on the hub portion
and engages the first shoulder and the bearing is fixedly
disposed on the collar and engages the second shoulder.

2. The pinion gear assembly of claim 1 wherein the hub
portion extends from an end surface of the pinion to the gear
portion.

3. The pinion gear assembly of claim 1 wherein the bearing
engages the pinion and the collar.

4. The pinion gear assembly of claim 1 wherein the first
shoulder is provided with the gear portion.

5. The pinion gear assembly of claim 1 wherein the collar
has a collar snap ring groove that extends completely around
the collar, wherein the collar snap ring groove receives a
collar snap ring that engages the bearing to inhibit movement
of the bearing with respect to the collar.

6. A pinion gear assembly comprising:

a pinion that extends along an axis and has a gear portion,

ahub portion disposed proximate the gear portion, a first
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shoulder, and a second shoulder, wherein the first shoul-
der and the second shoulder are interrupted by grooves
between adjacent gear teeth;

a collar that has a collar hole that receives the hub portion
and a collar snap ring groove, wherein the collar engages
the first shoulder;

a bearing that defines a bearing hole that receives the collar,
wherein the bearing engages the second shoulder; and

a collar snap ring disposed in the collar snap ring groove
that inhibits movement of the bearing with respect to the
collar.

7. The pinion gear assembly of claim 6 wherein the collar

snap ring engages the bearing.

8. The pinion gear assembly of claim 6 wherein the collar
has a first end surface, a second end surface disposed opposite
the first end surface, an outer surface that extends from the
first end surface to the second end surface and engages the
bearing, and an inner surface disposed opposite the outer
surface, wherein the collar snap ring groove is disposed proxi-
mate the second end surface and extends from the outer
surface toward the inner surface.

9. The pinion gear assembly of claim 8 wherein the hub
portion further comprises a hub keyhole and the collar further
comprises a collar keyhole that extends from the outer surface
to the inner surface, wherein a key is disposed in the hub
keyhole and the collar keyhole to inhibit movement of the
collar with respect to the pinion.

10. A pinion gear assembly comprising:

a pinion that extends along an axis and has a gear portion,

a shaft portion that extends from a first pinion end sur-
face to the gear portion, and a hub portion that extends
from a second pinion end surface to the gear portion;

a collar that has a collar hole that receives the hub portion;
and

a bearing that has a bearing hole that receives the collar;

wherein the pinion has a first shoulder and a second shoul-
der, wherein the collar engages the first shoulder and the
bearing engages the second shoulder and the first shoul-
der and the second shoulder are interrupted by grooves
between adjacent gear teeth; and

wherein the collar is fixedly disposed on the hub portion
and the bearing is fixedly disposed on the collar.

11. The pinion gear assembly of claim 10 wherein the gear
portion has a tapered shape that becomes narrower in a direc-
tion that extends from the first pinion end surface toward the
second pinion end surface.

12. The pinion gear assembly of claim 10 wherein the first
shoulder is provided with the gear portion.

13. The pinion gear assembly of claim 12 wherein the
second shoulder is provided with the gear portion.

14. The pinion gear assembly of claim 10 wherein the
second shoulder extends radially outward with respect to the
axis and the second shoulder is positioned further from the
axis than the first shoulder.

15. The pinion gear assembly of claim 10 wherein the
collar has a first end surface, a second end surface disposed
opposite the first end surface, an outer surface that extends
from the first end surface to the second end surface and
engages the bearing, and an inner surface disposed opposite
the outer surface, wherein the hub portion further comprises
a hub keyhole and the collar further comprises a collar key-
hole that extends from the outer surface to the inner surface,
wherein a key is disposed in the hub keyhole and the collar
keyhole to inhibit movement of the collar with respect to the
pinion.

16. The pinion gear assembly of claim 10 wherein the
collar has a first end surface, a second end surface disposed
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opposite the first end surface, an outer surface that extends
from the first end surface to the second end surface and
engages the bearing, and an inner surface disposed opposite
the outer surface, wherein the first end surface engages the
first shoulder.

17. The pinion gear assembly of claim 16 wherein the
bearing has a first bearing end surface, a second bearing end
surface disposed opposite the first bearing end surface, an
outer bearing surface that extends from the first bearing end
surface to the second bearing end surface, and an inner bear-
ing surface disposed opposite the outer bearing surface that
engages the collar, wherein the first bearing end surface
engages the second shoulder.

18. The pinion gear assembly of claim 17 further compris-
ing a collar snap ring that is disposed in a collar snap ring
groove of the collar, wherein the collar snap ring inhibits
movement of the bearing with respect to the collar and
engages the second bearing end surface.

19. The pinion gear assembly of claim 15 further compris-
ing a collar snap ring that is disposed in a collar snap ring
groove of the collar, wherein the collar snap ring inhibits
movement of the bearing with respect to the collar and
wherein the key is disposed between the first shoulder and the
collar snap ring.
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